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N,N-Dibenzyltrifluoroacetamide was formed in good yield
by treating benzyl diphenylphosphinite with N-benzyltrifluoro-
acetamide in the presence of easily available methyl acrylate
under mild conditions. Yields obtained for the corresponding
inverted sulfonamides were good to high in the cases when alkyl
diphenylphosphinites derived from chiral secondary alcohols
were used.

Recently, it was reported from our laboratory that N-alkylat-
ed compounds were synthesized under neutral conditions by an
oxidation–reduction condensation using alkyl diphenylphos-
phinites (Ph2POR),

1 2,6-di-tert-butyl-1,4-benzoquinone (DBBQ)
and weakly acidic compounds having a nitrogen–hydrogen bond
such as phthalimide, N-benzyltrifluoroacetamide or sulfon-
amides.2 Very recently, it was shown that the use of an alkyl di-
phenylphosphinite and an alkyl azide such as trimethylsilyl-
methyl azide or 1-azidoadamantane for the oxidant also could af-
ford the monoalkylated product from unsubstituted sulfonamide3

and nitrogen-containing cyclic compounds such as pyrrolidine
or piperidine derivatives.4 Although DBBQ and the azide com-
pounds efficiently behaved as the oxidants here, the price of
those reagents is not low. Therefore, our attention was focused
on establishing a practical and convenient method that uses
cheaper and simpler oxidants than DBBQ and azide compounds.

It is well known that an electron-rich trivalent phosphorus
compound such as trialkylphosphites readily undergoes a conju-
gate addition to the activated olefins such as �,�-unsaturated ni-
triles, esters, ketones, aldehydes, or amides in the presence of a
proton source such as an alcohol to furnish �-substituted phos-
phonate esters and ethers.5 Then, it was expected that an alkyla-
tion reaction onto nitrogen atom takes place if an alkyl diphenyl-
phosphinite and a weakly acidic compound having a nitrogen–
hydrogen bond are used in place of the above trialkylphosphite
and alcohol. However, no N-alkylation reactions have yet been
reported until present (Scheme 1).

Here, we would like to report a new method of high-yielding
N-alkylation of amides by using several alkyl diphenylphosphin-
ites with methyl acrylate under neutral conditions.

In the first place, N-benzylation of N-benzyltrifluoroacet-
amide by using 1.1 equiv. of benzyl diphenylphosphinite and
2.0 equiv. of acrylonitrile was tried and N,N-dibenzyltrifluoro-
acetamide was formed in 60% yield (Table 1, Entry 1). This re-
sult was found almost the same to that when DBBQ was used as

an oxidant (59% yield).2 Then, the use of other acrylonitrile de-
rivatives was studied next, but the expected product was not ob-
tained in any case (Entries 2–7). Then, other activated olefins
were tried in turn (Entries 8–20). Interestingly, the use of methyl
acrylate (MA) afforded the desired product in 79% yield whereas
no better results were found with other acrylic acid esters
(Entries 8–13). On the other hand, the yields remained low when
N,N-dimethylacrylamide and methyl vinyl ketone were used
(Entries 14 and 15). The corresponding targeted compounds
were obtained in moderate yields with the use of methyl propio-
late and methyl tetrolate while the desired product was not af-
forded when methyl acrylate derivatives were used (Entries
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Table 1. Screening of �,�-unsaturated compounds on benzyla-
tion of N-benzyltrifuluoroacetamide
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aChx = Cyclohexyl.
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16–20). Thus, it is noted that the methyl acrylate is the most
effective oxidant in this reaction.

Next, in order to confirm the usefulness of methyl acrylate,
reactions of 2-nitrobenzenesulfonamides6 with alkyl diphenyl-
phosphinites derived from chiral secondary alcohols were exam-
ined. The results are summarized in Table 2. For comparison, the
results obtained with DBBQ and trimethylsilylmethyl azide are
also listed.7

Results shown in Table 2 demonstrate clearly that the
methyl acrylate gives better yields than any other oxidants. Good
enantiomeric excess was attained by using methyl acrylate
especially in the cases with (S)-sec-butyl diphenylphosphinite
and (R)-1-methyl-3-phenylpropyl diphenylphosphinite, while a
slightly lower enantiomeric excess was recorded in Entry 13
than that obtained with trimethylsilylmethyl azide (Entry 15).

Then, the reaction of (R)-1-phenylethyl diphenylphosphinite

with NsNHBoc8 was further studied under various conditions so
as to improve the enantiomeric excess (Table 3). As a result, it
was found that the desired product was obtained with 95% ee
if the reaction was carried out in benzene or toluene (Entries 5
and 6). Interestingly, the same result was also obtained if the
reaction was carried out in the absence of solvent at �10 �C
(Entry 8).

A proposed reaction mechanism is shown in Scheme 2: An
alkyl diphenylphosphinite reacts initially with methyl acrylate to
form adduct 1 which is in turn transformed to the phosphonium
salt 2 by the interaction with an amide. An attack of thus formed
amide anion to the carbon atom adjacent to an oxygen atom of
the alkoxy group affords the corresponding amide along with
methyl 3-diphenylphosphinoylpropionate (3).9,10

Thus, it is noted that a simple and easily available methyl
acrylate was efficient to work as an oxidant in the preparation
of N-alkylated compounds from alkyl diphenylphosphinites
and weakly acidic compounds having a nitrogen–hydrogen
bond. Further study on this type of condensation reaction is
now in progress.
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Table 2. N-Alkylations of sulfonamides with alkyl diphenyl-
phosphinites in the presence of methyl acrylate,a DBBQ,b or tri-
methylsilylmethyl azidec
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aMA (2.0 equiv.), CH2Cl2 (1.2M), rt, 24 h. bDBBQ (1.1 equiv.),
CH2Cl2 (1.2M), rt, 1 h. cTMSCH2N3 (1.1 equiv.), 1,2-dichloropro-
pane (0.6M), 80 �C, 6 h. dDAICEL CHIRALPAK AD–H column
was used for HPLC analysis. eEe was measured after deprotection
of Boc group. fDAICEL CHIRALPAK AS–H column was used for
HPLC analysis.

Table 3. The reaction of NsNHBoc with (R)-1-phenylethyl di-
phenylphosphinite using methyl acrylate
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Yield /% % ee
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a12.0 equiv. of methyl acrylate was used. bThe reaction was carried out
at �10 �C.
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